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of justice and economic opportunity through-
out the Western Hemisphere. Through Mil-
lennium Challenge Compacts, we support 
development in countries that govern justly, 
invest in their people, and promote economic 
freedom. In addition, the Dominican Repub-
lic-Central America-United States Free 
Trade Agreement, signed in 2005, has 
opened markets and created opportunities 
for American businesses, strengthened eco-
nomic ties with our neighbors to the south, 
and brought hope to people so that they can 
better care for themselves and for their fami-
lies. In December of 2007, I signed the 
United States-Peru Trade Promotion Agree-
ment Implementation Act to bring economic 
gains for both of our countries, empower 
workers, and foster accountability and the 
rule of law. We seek to build on these suc-
cesses by working with the Congress to ap-
prove the United States-Colombia Trade 
Promotion Agreement and the United 
States-Panama Trade Promotion Agreement. 
These and other free trade agreements en-
hance prosperity in the United States and 
signal our firm support for those who share 
our values of freedom and democracy. 

As we recognize Pan American Day and 
Pan American Week, we will continue to 
work together to advance our common inter-
ests and build a future in which opportunity 
reaches into every community. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2008, 
as Pan American Day and April 13 through 
April 19, 2008, as Pan American Week. I 
urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
and the officials of other areas under the flag 
of the United States of America to honor 
these observances with appropriate cere-
monies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this tenth day of April, in the 

year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:29 a.m., April 11, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 14. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
version of this proclamation. 

Memorandum on Waiver and 
Certification of Statutory Provisions 
Regarding the Palestine Liberation 
Organization Office 

April 10, 2008 

Presidential Determination No. 2008–18 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Waiver and Certification of 
Statutory Provisions Regarding the Palestine 
Liberation Organization Office 

Pursuant to the authority and conditions 
contained in section 634(d) of the Depart-
ment of State, Foreign Operations and Re-
lated Programs Appropriations Act, 2008 
(Div. J, Public Law 110–161), I hereby deter-
mine and certify that it is important to the 
national security interests of the United 
States to waive the provisions of section 1003 
of the Anti-Terrorism Act of 1987, Public 
Law 100–204. 

This waiver shall be effective for a period 
of 6 months from the date hereof. You are 
hereby authorized and directed to transmit 
this determination to the Congress and to 
publish it in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 
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Memorandum on Designation of the 
Committee on Technology of the 
National Science and Technology 
Council To Carry Out Certain 
Requirements of the America 
COMPETES Act 
April 10, 2008 

Memorandum for the Director of the Office 
of Science and Technology Policy 
Subject: Designation of the Committee on 
Technology of the National Science and 
Technology Council to Carry Out Certain 
Requirements of the America COMPETES 
Act 

By the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States of America, in-
cluding section 1006(e) of the America 
COMPETES Act (Public Law 110–69) (the 
‘‘Act’’), I hereby designate the Committee on 
Technology of the National Science and 
Technology Council to carry out the respon-
sibilities assigned to the Council on Innova-
tion and Competitiveness in section 1006 of 
the Act. 

The Director of the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy is authorized and directed 
to publish this memorandum in the Federal 
Register. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:52 a.m., April 14, 2008] 

NOTE: This memorandum will be published in the 
Federal Register on April 15. 

Proclamation 8237—National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week, 2008 
April 11, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National Crime Victims’ Rights 

Week we highlight our dedication to pro-
tecting and strengthening the rights of crime 
victims and their families. 

My Administration is committed to pro-
viding services and resources for victims of 

crime so that they can find justice, hope, and 
healing in their lives. To assist victims of do-
mestic violence and their children, my Fam-
ily Justice Center Initiative established com-
prehensive support centers in communities 
across the country. Through the Justice for 
All Act of 2004, we expanded DNA testing 
and enhanced the scope and enforceability 
of crime victims’ rights. In 2006, I signed into 
law the Adam Walsh Child Protection and 
Safety Act to expand the National Sex Of-
fender Registry, increase Federal penalties 
for crimes against children, and protect our 
children while on the Internet. I also support 
a Crime Victims’ Rights Amendment to the 
Constitution. Through these and other ef-
forts, we can better protect our citizens and 
our communities. 

During National Crime Victims’ Rights 
Week, we recognize the advocates, coun-
selors, and others who assist victims in their 
time of need, and the law enforcement per-
sonnel who work to bring offenders to jus-
tice. To learn more about victims’ rights, 
Americans can visit www.crimevictims.gov. 
By working together, we can help protect 
crime victims and build a society that re-
spects the life and value of every person. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 13 through 
April 19, 2008, as National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week. I encourage all Americans to 
promote awareness of victims’ rights and ad-
vance this important cause. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eleventh day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:52 a.m., April 14, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on April 15. 
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